
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2018 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

 
Supervisor Heise called the meeting of the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority to order at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kurt Heise    Fred Brunk 
    Paul Garon   Paul Fessler 
    Ryan Kolb    George Lytle 
    Mike Kolb 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Dave Cook   Mike Workman 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:   Laura Haw, AICP, Planning Consultant 
    Sue Brams, Executive Asst. to Supervisor 
    Alice Geletzke, Recording Secretary 
 
C. CHAIRPERSON COMMENTS – There were none. 

          
D. BROWNFIELD PLAN FOR FIVE MILE AND RIDGE ROADS – Kurt Heise 
 
Mr. Heise gave a short history of the Detroit House of Correction (DEHOCO) prison property, 
which included buildings, farmland, and landfill.  After a period of inactivity, the State of Michigan 
purchased the property from Detroit and built additional dormitories, some on the old landfill.  In 
the mid-80’s the Robert Scott prison was built across the street in Northville.  Both prisons were 
empty by 2010-2011.   
 
He, as State Representative at the time, wrote a law that transferred the Robert Scott prison to 
Northville Township for $1, with the stipulation that if Northville wanted to redevelop that property, 
two-thirds of the revenue would have to revert to the State.  In 2013-14, he partnered with the 
MEDC and the Michigan Land Bank to transfer that property from the Michigan Dept. of 
Corrections to the Michigan Land Bank, a subsidiary of MEDC. 
 
Two years later, $4 million from another dormant State fund was transferred to the Land Bank for 
demolition of the DEHOCO prison.  There is a portion of the property ready for development now 
at the southeast corner of Ridge and Five Mile Roads.  Verita, a company that specializes in the 
fabrication and installation of fiber optic wires, wishes to expand there.  
 
He noted that creation of a comprehensive, regional brownfield authority is being contemplated 
for Five Mile Road properties between Beck and Napier Roads. He also indicated that the 
Township owns the parcel on the west side with a purchase agreement executed to Hillside 
Investments, who is doing the Verita project.  The Verita project needs to go first so that water 
and sewer can be hooked up and that will expedite the sale of the Township-owned property. 
 
Introduced were James Tischler, FAICP, Development Director for the State of Michigan Land 
Bank; Tom Wackerman from ASTI Environmental; Dave Harden, Hillside Investments; and Gary 
Roberts, MITC.  
 
Mr. Tischler provided a summary of the Five Mile Ridge plan, a 7.96-acre portion of the west side 
of the parcel listed as 47500 Five Mile.  The unsafe silo on the property is to be demolished.  A 
two-story 50,000 square foot commercial structure is planned, at an investment of $7,700,000, 
including acquisition, with $2 million taxable value after completion available for capture.  The site 
is eligible as a brownfield because the Phase I site assessment by ASTI has found that the site 
meets the definition of a brownfield under Michigan Environmental Law, Part 201; and because 
the property is still owned by the Michigan Land Bank, it is automatically eligible as a brownfield. 
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Mr. Tischler discussed the eligible activities/costs, a total of $1,470,770, and the captures totaling 
$488,070.  He indicated the plan duration to be 30 years, projecting a capture total of $1,958,340. 
 
After a question and answer period, it was moved by Mr. Heise and supported by Mr. Garon that 
the Plymouth Township Brownfield Redevelopment Authority adopt the Brownfield Plan for Five 
Mile and Ridge Road, the west portion of 47500 Five Mile Road, as submitted by Hillside Realty 
Investments, LLC, dated July 17, 2018.  Ayes all. 
 
E. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS – There were none. 
 
F. PUBLIC COMMENT – There was none. 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
Moved by P. Fessler and supported by F. Brunk to adjourn the meeting at 4:35 p.m.  Ayes all. 
   
 
 
 
                                     ________________________________  
    Ryan Kolb, Secretary      
         Charter Twp. Of Plymouth 
                    Brownfield Redevelopment Auth. 
  


